M{)ney Bill verdict holds the key

Petitioners have questioned legality of PMLA amendments through Money Bills

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The future of several conclu-
sions in the Supreme Court’s
judgment on Wednesday,
upholding amendments giv-
ing the Enforcement Direc-
torate almost blanket pow-
ers under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) of 2002, may de-
pend on the final outcome of
a reference made to a seven-
judge Bench in 2019.

The court has left it open
for a seven-judge Bench to
decide whether these
amendments could have
been made to the PMLA
through the Money Bill
route.

In November 2019, a five-
judge Bench led by then
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi had referred to a larg-
er Bench the issue and ques-
tion posed in the Roger

Mathew vs South Indian
Bank Ltd. case as to whether
amendments like these can
be passed as a Money Bill in
violation of Article 110 of the
Constitution.

The judgment by a three-
judge Bench led by Justice
Khanwilkar on Wednesday,
refrained from delving into
the question, though the pe-
titioners had questioned the
legality of the PMLA amend-
ments which were intro-
duced via Finance Acts/Mo-
ney Bills.

“At the outset, it was
made clear to all concerned
that this ground of challenge
will not be examined in the
present proceedings as it is
pending for consideration
before the Larger Bench of
this court (seven judges) in
view of the reference order

passed in Roger Mathew. We

are conscious of the fact that

We are conscious

of the fact that if
that ground of challenge
is to be accepted, it may
go to the root of the
matter and amendments
effected vide Finance Act
would become
unconstitutional or
ineffective

JUSTICE KHANWILKAR

if that ground of challenge is
to be accepted, it may go to
the root of the matter and
amendments effected vide
Finance Act would become
unconstitutional or ineffec-
tive,” Justice Khanwilkar
wrote.

The Bench, in its judg-
ment, further delinked writ
petitions involving issues re-
lating to Finance Bill/Money
Bill, so that they could be
heard along with the Roger
Mathew case by a seven-

judge Bench.

Justice Khanwilkar ex-
plained that his Bench had
proceeded to hear and de-
cide the other points of chal-
lenge — procedure of arrest,
search and seizure, pre-con-
ditions of bail, etc. — regard-
ing the PMLA amendments,
after taking into considera-
tion the possibility that the
seven-judge Bench may
uphold their passage as Mo-
ney Bill.

A Money Bill is deemed to
contain only provisions deal-
ing with all or any of the mat-
ters under clauses (a) to (g)
of Article 110(1), largely in-
cluding the appropriation of
money from the Consolidat-
ed Fund of India and taxa-
tion. In other words, a Mo-
ney Bill is restricted only to
the specified matters and
cannot include within its am-
bit any other matter.
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Replacement level fertility achieved

31 States and UTs have reached a Total Fertility Rate of 2.1 or less, says Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India has achieved replace-
ment level fertility, with 31
States and Union Territories
reaching a Total Fertility
Rate (an average number of
children per woman) of 2.1
or less, Union Minister of
State for Health and Family
Welfare Bharati Pravin Pa-
war said on Wednesday.

' the National
ing_ Summit
jon Minister

said between 2012 and 2020,
the country added more

than 1.5 crore additional us-

Bharati Pravin Pawar

ers for modern contracep-
tives, thereby increasing
their use substantially.

She said government data
showed an overall positive
shift towards spacing meth-

ods that would be instru-
mental in impacting posi-
tively maternal and infant
mortality and morbidity.

‘A paradigm shift’

Union Health Secretary Ra-
jesh Bhushan said the Family
Planning Programme in In-
dia was now over seven de-
cades old, and in this period,
the country had witnessed a
paradigm shift from the con-
cept of population control to
population stabilisation to
interventions being embed-
ded toward ensuring harmo-
ny of continuum care,

“Although India has
achieved replacement level
fertility, there is still a signifi-
cant population in the repro-
ductive age group that must
remain at the centre of our
intervention efforts. India’s
focus has traditionally been
on the supply side, the pro-
viders and delivery systems
but now it's time to focus on
the demand side which in-
cludes family, community
and society. Significant
change is possible with this
focus, instead of an incre-
mental change,” Mr. Bhush-
an noted.
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Karnataka tops NITI Aayog innovation index list

Report suggests steps to secure a place among top 25 nations in the Global Innovation Index

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Karnataka has bagged the

Innovation index

The table lists the score and rank-

Domestic Expenditure on

Jppeéimmended measures,
L) such as increasing Gross
-

which would play an instru-
mental role in India achiev-
ing the goal of 5 trillion eco-

top rank in NITI Aayogeh ing of 17 major States in the third R&D (GDERD), promoting nomy,” it suggested.
dia Innovation Index( 20 edition of NITI Aayog's India In- - Y private sector participation It added that the private
which determines innevd- novation Index. Karnataka ranked ~ # ~ in R&D and closing the gap  sector needs to pick up pace

tion capacities and ecosys- first followed by Telangana and [A— Y between industry demand inR&D.
tems at the sub-national le- Haryana while Chhattisgarh, Odisha and what the country pro- Taking evidence from
vel. The State has held this nd Bihar were ranked at the bottom of the index duces through its education  countries such as South Ko-
position, under the Major systems. rea, and the US. where the
States category, in all three The report went on to presence of private playersis
editions of the Index so far. 1801 |1 MP. 1274 |3 state that countries that evident, the report noted
In the Index released on 1766 |2 Gujarat 1241 |14 spend less on GDERD fail to  that public expenditure is
Thursday, Manipur Haryana 1635 |3 Bihar 1158 |15 retain their human capitalin  productive up to some ex-
the lead in the and Maharashtra |16.06 |4  Odisha  |142 |16 the long run and the ability  tent; once the growth follows
Hill_States cats , while z T o to innovate is dependent on  a trajectory, it is desirable to
Chand 3 TemA My 1909 |3 Shheuioet | 00, | 1 the quality of human capital;  shift to R&D mostly drive by
former in the Unjon Territo. India's GDERD as a percen- the private sector. “There-
il . har and Gujarat were gt the try's ambitious targets to be  tage of GDP stwod at about fore, it is important for India
Karnataka was followed bottom of the index. named among the top 25 na-  0.7%. to find that inflexion point af-
, Haryana, out that India’s tions in the Global Innova- “Therefore, GDERD needs  ter which private sector
rashtra and Tamil Na- average innovation score is  tion Index, the report by the  considerable improvement takes over the government
, Odisha, Bi-  insufficient, given the coun-  government think tank has  and should touch at least 2%,  sector,” it added.
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